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Dear Parents and Students,    
 

Welcome to the 2010-2011 academic year!  On 

behalf of our entire staff, I would like to 
congratulate all parents and students for a very 
successful 2009-2010 school year. I look 
forward to the 2010-2011 school year and all of 
the wonderful experiences we share. I extend 
my WARMEST welcome to the sixth grade 
families and a BIG welcome back to all 
returning families.  
 

New this year is 
“Coffee with the 
Principal.” This will be 
in the Library on the 
first Friday of every 
Month at 9:00 a.m. 
This is open to all 

parents/guardians, 
grandparents or 

community members so that we can share 
ideas, discuss concerns and socialize. I will 
send out a reminder e-mail one week in 
advance, please let me know if you plan to 
attend so that I can plan accordingly. The first 
coffee will be October 1, 2010.  
 

Taylor Middle School’s vision is that our 

school community will be an informed, active, 
reflective and have conscientious citizens in 
the local and global arenas. All students will 
have access to quality teachers, rigorous 
curriculum, 21st century technology and 
instruction that challenges, nurtures and 
honors the whole child. We will embrace 
diversity and strive to understand that 
individuals come to us with a wide variety of 

learning needs that will be addressed so that 
all students will be successful.  
 

Our Mission is that Taylor Middle School will 

commit to educating all students regardless of 
socioeconomic status, race, or gender.  Our 
purpose is to provide information and skills 
necessary for students to become responsible, 
healthy, young adults.  This development is 
possible with both parental involvement and 
dedication of the student.  Our expectation is 
that every student will succeed, and it is our 
responsibility to provide a safe learning 
environment with high academic standards. 
 

Maze day was on Thursday, August 19 and 

Friday, August 20, 2010.  Nancy Agles and 
Teresa Noce successfully coordinated this 
event where eager students were greeted by 
our warm and friendly staff, as well as, many 
student and parent volunteers. This year our 
student population is 
approximately 850, so 
you can imagine that 
processing such a large 
amount of students takes 
an incredible amount of 
organization and time.  

I welcomed several new staff members to 

Taylor Middle School on August 26, 2010.  This 
was our teachers’ first day back from the 
summer break.  Many of you might already 
know that Ms. Jhina Alvarado decided to 
pursue other interests in Art and over the 
summer, Mr. Stanley Martin decided to take a 
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leave of absence in order to spend more time 
with his family.  Please join me in wishing 
them well. Joining our staff in the Math 
Department is David Ansnes.  Mr. Ansnes 
comes to us with seven years of experience 
from Riviera Hall Lutheran School in Redondo 
Beach, California.  He is a native of the Bay 
Area and is happy to be coming back. Doe 
Newiger is teaching 7th grade science and 
Jennifer  Muldorf is teaching 6th grade math, 
science and core. These two teachers have 
come to us from Green Hills School. Teaching 
6th grade math and core is Erin Zlatunich. She 
last taught at Spring Valley. Although they 
may not be new to the Millbrae community, 
they are new to Taylor Middle School. I know 
that you will join me in welcoming our new 
staff members who have already proven to be 
child-centered, hard working professionals. 

You may have 

noticed some new 
structures in the A-
wing, front of the 
school, west wing 
parking lot areas, as 
well as the main 

building roof and tower.  
New railings and walk ways were built to make 
the school compliant per ADA (American 
Disability Act) regulations. Two restrooms in 
the A-wing were remodeled, broken tiles on 
the main building were replaced and the tower 
was reinforced and painted.   More 
information about 
the facilities and 
master plan can be 
found on the 
district website.  

http://www.millbraeschooldistrict.org/Bond/B
LACH_Presents/Millbrae%20SD_3-8-10.pdf 

During the next few weeks the Assistant 

Principal and I will be visiting classrooms 
where we will emphasize several important 
messages about our values of a safety on 
campus, importance of attendance, academic 
expectations and other points of interest that 
are also found in the student handbook. The 
handbook can be found on the school website 
in the student section. We will also encourage 
students to treat others with respect and 
connect this lesson to lessons learned during 
our annual Respect Week. 
 
STUDENT SAFETY is most important.  
Please take extreme caution when dropping off 
and picking up students.  There are four pick-
up and drop-off locations. These locations are 
as follows: the front of the school, the district 
office parking lot off Richmond Drive, the 
West parking lot at Taylor Middle School and 
the Minorca entrance 
that leads to the cafeteria 
loop. There is a white line 
for loading and 
unloading so that you do 
not block traffic on 
Taylor Blvd.  Please 
discourage your children 
from walking across the street on Taylor or 
Richmond, except at the designated 
crosswalks.  Please do not double park at any 
time on Taylor Boulevard.  

Next week, beginning on Monday, 

September 13, 2010, our school will be 
conducting a character development program 
called, Respect Week. The faculty has planned 
several activities for students to participate in. 
On Monday, students will attend an assembly 
in the auditorium put on by Camfel 
Productions called “Dare to Move.” On 
Wednesday, students will be assigned a 
schedule of classes during the morning where 
the focus is on teaching respect and 

http://www.millbraeschooldistrict.org/Bond/BLACH_Presents/Millbrae%20SD_3-8-10.pdf
http://www.millbraeschooldistrict.org/Bond/BLACH_Presents/Millbrae%20SD_3-8-10.pdf
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celebration of diversity including age, ethnicity, 
culture, nationality, ability, gender, sexual 
orientation, and religion. We also promote 
positive self-esteem, effective communication 
between all people, and preservation of 
cultural identity. Then, in the afternoon, 
students go to their 5th period class and watch 
a video called, “Young at Heart” which is about 
issues regarding respect for elderly citizens 
and how our youth can appreciate the 
sacrifices of our elderly generation. The goal of 
the video is to help close the “age gap.”           

Homework center will 

be open for service 
beginning, September 13, 
2010. This homework 
center will be held in the 

library and supervised by either two teachers 
or two aides. The homework center is open 
from Tuesday and Thursdays from 3:10 pm to 
4:10 p.m.  There are exceptions to this 
schedule when we have a minimum day or if 
there is a faculty meeting when staffing might 
not be available.  It is important to check your 
calendar and for your child to listen to 
announcements on KTLR.  Students need not 
sign up in advance. If you would like to make a 
donation to help offset costs, we recommend 
$20.00 a month.  When your child comes to 
the homework center, s/he signs in and begins 
to work.  Unless you come to the library to 
pick up your child, or send in a note releasing 
her/him, students will not be permitted to 
leave the homework center until 4:10 p.m.  At 
that time, students are asked to wait to be 
picked up for their ride in front of the school.  

Downtown 

library is a 
place for our 
students to 
gather and 
study. Please 

reinforce all of the rules and expectations with 
your children if they are to visit the library 
after school hours. It is very important that 
they do their very best because they are 
ambassadors of Taylor Middle School. I work 
closely with the staff at the Millbrae Library 
and help them reinforce the rules.  

Special thanks to the Taylor PTA parents for 

hosting a teacher luncheon last year, on 
Wednesday, May 5, 2010.  The PTA raised 
$31,000.00 over the course of the school year. 
Middle School is a crucial time in your child’s 
life and getting involved is a great opportunity 
to demonstrate to your children how 
important school is, as well as, a wonderful 
time to meet other parents and socialize.  
 
This year our PTA 
hosted our annual 
first day of school 
coffee social on 
August 30, 2010. 
Parents had the 
opportunity to meet 
with me and the 
PTA president, Brenda McDevitt, members of 
the PTA as well as members of the PTA Board. 
You will also be able to sign up as a member of 
the PTA and get more information about 
volunteer opportunities. We look forward to 
meeting you and wish you and your students a 
successful school year!   
 

Our PTA was at MAZE day registering 

parents for our PTA membership, asking for 
parent volunteers and collecting money from 
our first fundraiser, “WE NEED YOU” direct 
appeal campaign. I invite all parents to join 
our PTA and become active contributors to 
our learning community. Taylor Middle School 
needs parents to help with many activities. If 
you would like to help out with any of these 
committees, we would love to have you join 
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us. It is preferred to have more than one chair 
person for each position so that the work can 
be shared and information is passed on from 
one year to the next. We all know that schools 
with strong parent involvement and 
experience have profound benefits for 
students, parents, teachers and administrators. 
What’s more, volunteering is a wonderful way 
to get to know other families at Taylor. Please 
do not hesitate to contact Brenda MacDevitt at 
bmacdevitt@sbcglobal.net or 650-465-4068.  
  

 
On Back-to-School Night we will also have 

our first PTA meeting of the year. There will be 
a general meeting for 
all parents on 
Thursday, September 
16, 2010 beginning at 
6:00 p.m. in the 
auditorium. At this 
meeting the Principal 
will introduce staff and discusses school-wide 
programs at Taylor Middle School. You will 
also meet the New Superintendent, Linda 
Luna, our PTA executive Board members and 
members of the MEF. Following the general 
meeting, parents will go to their student’s 
classroom to meet the teachers at 7:00 p.m. A 
schedule for ten minute classroom visitations 
will be given to students at school on Monday, 
September 13, 2010 so that parents know where 
to go throughout the evening. I hope that 
many families will join us.  
 

Thank you MEF (Millbrae Education 

Foundation) for helping the school district 
fund Music (4-8) and Instructional Aides (K-3). 
The mission of the MEF is to be a broad-based 
volunteer organization that provides funding 
to enrich and sustain quality education for all 
students in the Millbrae School District. Over 
the last two years the MEF has raised and 

donated $234,000* to help off-set some of the 
recent, devastating budget cuts.  (* this is a 
combined total from Spring 2009 and the 
2009-2010 fundraising campaign.)This year 
you will see your donations at work funding 
the Music Program in grades 4-8 and 
Instructional Classroom Aides in the 
elementary schools; two programs that would 
otherwise have been cut. 
 

This fall the MEF will kick off their fall 

fundraising campaign at each of the Back-to-
School nights. Help the MEF reach a new goal 
of $225,000! Their suggested donation is $450 
per child.  $450 is $45/month or $12.50/week.  
All donations, no matter the size, are 
important to our success!! All donations are 
fully tax deductible as allowed by tax 
law.  The Millbrae Education Foundation Tax 
ID is 41-2258685. Please visit their website at 
WWW.MillbraeEducationFoundation.org 
where you can read more about the 
organization.      
 

Roselyn Pallas 

is the Music 
contact person 
for the Millbrae 
School District. 
You can reach 
her at 
millbraemusicinfo@gmail.com . She welcomes 
you back to an exciting new year in music! 
There will be a Music Parent Information 
Meeting - Thursday, September 23rd from 
6:30 - 8:00 PM at Taylor Auditorium.  Please 
plan on attending! Information/forms for 
Taylor Students were handed out during 
MAZE Day.  Forms can also be found on 
Forms/Letters page in the district music 
webpage 
(http://millbraeschooldistrict.org/music/index
.htm). Please make sure to return the 
requested forms to the Music Dept. by Sep. 

mailto:bmacdevitt@sbcglobal.net
http://www.millbraeeducationfoundation.org/
mailto:millbraemusicinfo@gmail.com
http://millbraeschooldistrict.org/music/Forms&Letters/forms&letters.htm
http://millbraeschooldistrict.org/music/index.htm
http://millbraeschooldistrict.org/music/index.htm
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23rd. Elementary students will receive 
information about the 4th and 5th grade music 
program at our parent meeting on Sept. 23rd. 
 

Sports programs 

are available for our 
Taylor students and 
youth in the 

Millbrae 
community through the Millbrae Recreation 
Center. For more information, please see the 
Millbrae Recreation Center website at: 
www.ci.millbrae.ca.us/parksandrec/recguide.h
tml.  

  BULLDOG BASICS  
 
Our student handbook with detailed 
information regarding information about the 
school and rules and expectations can be 
found in your child’s planner. You can also 
find information about this in the student 
section on the school’s website under student 
handbook. 
http://www.millbraeschooldistrict.org/taylor/S
tudent_handbook_10-
11_final%20as%20of%206%2015%2010.pdf 
 

School Dress Code 
 
Please make sure your 
student’s clothes 
comply with the 
Millbrae School District 
Student Dress Code.  

Please remind your students that what they 
wear says a lot about who they are—and, at 
school, it can also get them into trouble. 
  
The Assistant Principal and I will visit classes, 
Grades 6 – 8, to discuss these expectations for 
all students.  As you buy clothing for your 
children, please take into account Taylor 
Middle School expectations before you 

purchase.  They may not be able to wear the 
clothing to school. 
 
Receiving Important Information from Taylor 
Middle School 
 
Taylor frequently uses automated phone calls 
or e-mails for sending information to Taylor 
families.  These methods are used for most 
school announcements, and for school 
newsletters and many other materials.  These 
methods work quickly, save paper, and save 
money on printing and mailing.  
 
It is very important that we have accurate 
phone numbers and e-mail addresses for each 
Taylor family.  As with all of the information in 
your Maze Day Packet, please make sure that 
you print your phone number and e-mail 
address clearly. 
 
Calling In Absences 
 
Absences mean less money for Taylor.  The 
Millbrae School District no longer receives 
funding from the state for pupils who are 
absent from school.  Only students who 
actually attend school for at least part of the 
day are counted for payment.  If it is necessary 
to keep your child out of school for reasons 
other than illness, you are encouraged to send 
your child to school for at least part of the day.  
In that way, Taylor School will receive all of 
the financial resources it is due, and reduce 
the need for program cuts.  Whenever possible, 
please try to schedule medical or dental 
appointments after school.  

 
If your child is ill or 
absent, even for 
part of the day, it is 
important to notify 
the school office as 
soon as possible.   
 

http://www.ci.millbrae.ca.us/parksandrec/recguide.html
http://www.ci.millbrae.ca.us/parksandrec/recguide.html
http://www.millbraeschooldistrict.org/taylor/Student_handbook_10-11_final%20as%20of%206%2015%2010.pdf
http://www.millbraeschooldistrict.org/taylor/Student_handbook_10-11_final%20as%20of%206%2015%2010.pdf
http://www.millbraeschooldistrict.org/taylor/Student_handbook_10-11_final%20as%20of%206%2015%2010.pdf
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Please call the office at 697-4096 between 
7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. to verify absences.  
You must call by 9:00 a.m. to enable us to 
assure that students are absent with 
permission, and also because attendance is 
submitted in the morning for accounting 
purposes.  If you need to call before 7:30 a.m., 
you may leave a message on Taylor’s voice 
mail.  The message machine is available 24 
hours a day.  An Independent Study Contract 
can be set up for any absences of five days or 
more. 
 
Taylor School Breakfast and Lunch 
Information 
 

The Millbrae School 
District is dedicated to 
the well being of our 
students and to provide 
a nutritious healthy 
food program. Research 
shows that good 
nutrition is linked to 

better behavior and academic performance in 
schools.  
To offset increases in cafeteria operational 
costs and the reduction in State food subsidies, 
the Millbrae School District raised meal prices 
for the middle school students beginning 
Monday, August 30, 2010.  
 
Taylor Middle School sells breakfast and lunch 
tickets daily in the cafeteria during morning 
recess. We offer 5-day and 20-day tickets for 
breakfast and lunch, as well as daily tickets. 
Breakfast ticket prices are as follows: Full Price 
5-day - $7.50, Full Price 20-day - $30.00.  Lunch 
prices are as follows: Full Price 5-day - $15.00, 
Full Price 20-day - $60.00.  
 
Breakfast and lunch tickets are free for 
qualified students.  Students should 
purchase their meal tickets during 
morning recess.  Five and twenty day tickets 

do not need to be used on consecutive 
days.  Students’ tickets will be located in the 
cafeteria in a ticket holder located near the 
entry door.  
 
Cubby Hole 
 
Cubby Hole is the PTA-sponsored, parent-run 
student supply store at Taylor Middle School.  
Cubby Hole is open every day from 8:13 a.m. to 
8:28 a.m., and carries a wide variety of school 
and class supplies, from binders to “white-out” 
(but not including P.E. clothes or binder 
reminders).   The cubby hole is not for profit, 
and is offered as a service to help students and 
parents with their last-minute supply needs.   
 
Locker Use 
 
Please remind your child to utilize his or her 
locker, especially before school, at the 
beginning and end of recess and lunch, and at 
the end of the school day.  
Students do not need to carry 
all books with them 
throughout the entire school 
day. 
 
Before school, students only need books for 
periods one and two.  After second period (at 
the beginning of recess), students can return 
books to their lockers and then carry books for 
periods three and four.  After period four (at 
the beginning of lunch), students may again 
return to their lockers and repeat the 
procedure for periods five and six. 
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EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT TAYLOR 
 
Please support TAYLOR MIDDLE 
3#(//,ȣȢÙÏÕÒ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆÆÓÅÔ 
budget cuts! 
 
Office Depot 
Office Depot will give 5% of all qualifying 
purchases to Taylor School if you mention the 
school to the cashier.  Our number is ID# 
70010836, but you can ask the cashier to look 
up the number if you don’t have it with you.  
This offer has sometimes been extended 
through the school year, so always be sure to 
ask if it is available. 
 
Target allocate 1% of your 
Target Guest Card 
purchases to Taylor Middle 
School.  
 Call (800) 316-6142 or visit 
www.target.com for 
information on how to  
 
Washington Mutual also gives a percentage 
back to schools identified by cardholders.  Sign 
up for their program online or at your bank.    
 

      Save Your Box Tops!  
Cut out and save box tops to raise money for 
the school.  These box tops can be found on 
many of the common items you already buy, 
such as cereal, Ziploc bags, and Kleenex tissues. 
 
 
Registering 
with Escrip is quick 
and easy.  Best of all, 
it doesn't cost you 
anything!  Just register your cards at the 
website and then continue shopping as you 
usually do, while earning money for Taylor.  
Here are the quick and easy steps to sign up 
online: Go to 
http://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registr
ation/step1c1.jsp Group Name:  Taylor Middle 
School PTAGroup #: 500006152  
 
Anyone, even in another part of the country, 
can sign up to support Taylor through this 
program.  Please be sure to sign up right away 
and encourage your relatives and friends to do 
so as well. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1c1.jsp
https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1c1.jsp
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Principal 
David Erwin 
derwin@mesd.k12.ca.us 
 

Assistant Principal 
Angela Toy 
atoy@mesd.k12.ca.us 

 
Counselor 
Kristina Caceres 
Kcaceres@mesd.k12.ca.us 

Office Manager 
Nancy Agles  
nagles @mesd.k12.ca.us 

 
Attendance Secretary 
Teresa Noce 
Tnoce@mesd.k12.ca.us 
 
 
 

Main Office Phone 

(650)697-4096 
 
Main Office Fax 

(650) 697-8435 
 
District Office  

(650) 697-5693 

 
 

All Millbrae School District e-mail addresses are composed of the first initial and last name of the individual, 
followed by: @mesd.k12.ca.us. 

 
The majority of Taylor School communications are sent by e-mail.  This Newsletter is the main form of communication 
to parents and will be posted to the school and PTA websites. When it is posted I will send an e-mail to you letting you 
know that it is posted so that you can access the Newsletter anytime. There is a link on the Taylor Website 
http://millbraeschooldistrict.org/taylor/. You will also find a calendar of events on the school website and “Up Coming 
Events” on the home page.  If you prefer to receive a hard copy they are available in the school’s main office.   

mailto:derwin@mesd.k12.ca.us
mailto:atoy@mesd.k12.ca.us
mailto:Kcaceres@mesd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ctupac@mesd.k12.ca.us
mailto:Tnoce@mesd.k12.ca.us
http://millbraeschooldistrict.org/taylor/

